
A Circular Economy keynote lecture and professional development workshop 

September 5-6, São Paulo University - USP, São Carlos Campus. 

 

Keynote lecture: Ken Webster  

Workshop Facilitators: Ken Webster with Jo Miller, Luisa Santiago and Aldo Roberto Ometto 

 

Project development team:  

Ken Webster, Craig Johnson, Jo Miller, Luisa Santiago, Aldo Roberto Ometto, Yovana Barrera, 

Diego Iritani and Victoria Almeida 

 

Synopsis of Ken Webster’s 
1
 keynote lecture: The end of the linear economy? Its increasing failure 

to meet expectations in growth, employment, incomes, resource quality and availability and the 

maintenance of natural and social capital. Circular economy as the evolution of a changing mindset 

based on scientific understanding of non-linear systems. Its story unfolded and unfolding with 

reference to design, resources, energy, the digital revolution and production and consumption/use. The 

uptake and prospects for the circular economy in the world today. 

 

 

Brief description of workshop: a professional development workshop featuring hands-on, interactive 

sessions and activities. The concept of the circular economy is presented in all its dimensions and 

opened up for dialogue. The workshop activities will be designed to encourage discussion, clarification 

and reflection around key circular economy themes. These include: the role of digital technologies in 

increasing value; new business models especially products as services; the relationship between 

circular economy and sustainable development; the enabling conditions for a circular economy; 

opportunities at all scales - the impact on the informal economy; educating for a circular economy; the 

role of systems thinking and especially insights from living systems and its applications in both the 

biological and technical cycles. 

 

Workshop Program 

 

Day 1-morning 

September 05 

Description 

9.00 - 9.30  Reception  

 

 

9.30 - 10.00  Open Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

10.00 - 12.30 Keynote lecture and 

Questions 

Welcome Coffee and Registration 

Location: Primavera Space 

 

Official Agreement between Ellen MacArthur Foundation and 

USP as Pioneer University  
Location: Jorge Caron  Auditorium 

 

 

Keynote Lecture by Ken Webster   

Location: Jorge Caron  Auditorium 

 

12.30 - 14.00  Lunch at Barone Restaurant 
2
 

Day 1- afternoon 

September 05 

Workshop 

Location: Matadouro 

14.00 - 14.30 Welcome to workshop: introductions and circular economy (CE) 

(Luisa and Jo) 

Orientation on ‘A sandwich, a butterfly and cake!’ with reference 

back to the morning lecture (Ken) 

14.30 - 16.00 Session focusing on the Brazilian context for circular economy, 

CE100 Brazil, the roles of Ellen MacArthur Foundation and USP as 

Pioneer University, Research Hot List (Luisa, Aldo, Jo) 

Open Plenary for USP professors 

                                                           
1
 https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/about/who-we-are/team/ken-webster.  

 
2
 Address of Barone Restaurant : Av. Dr. Carlos Botelho 1671. São Carlos – SP. 

 

 

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/about/who-we-are/team/ken-webster


16:00 - 16:30 Coffee Break 

16.30 - 18.00 A hands-on activity: ‘Teaching and learning matters’ –explored 

using an exemplar on aluminium stocks and flows 

(Ken) 

19.00 - 22.00 Networking with Drinks, Food and Music at Space 7 
3
 

 

 

Day 2 - September 06 

 
Workshop 

Three hands-on workshop exemplar activities - Ken and Jo.  

These 3 workshop activities are designed around three main elements 

a) the biological nutrient cycle 

b) the technical nutrient cycle 

c) links with SDGs [Sustainable Development Goals] and creating 

enabling system conditions 

Location: Matadouro 

8.00 - 8.15 Revisit Day 1:  ‘A 15 minute summary of Day 1’ –with examples  

(Jo) 

8.15 - 10.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hands-on Workshop 
Exemplar 1, focusing on the Technical nutrient cycle  

Turning consumers into users is one key to the 'technosphere' of a 

circular economy (‘sharing’ and on demand service economy). New 

business models. The digital revolution explored; the prospects for 

extended product life; product component and materials recovery and 

exchange.  

(Ken) 

Exemplar 2, focusing on the Biological nutrient cycle 

Using an example of a traded commodity (coffee) and the potential to 

create regenerative agricultural systems, multiple cash flows and turn 

waste into food in the city (with examples of digital enablement). 

(Ken and Jo) 

10.15 - 10.45 Coffee Break 

10.45 - 12.15 Hands-on Workshop 

Exemplar 3, focusing on how a circular economy might connect with 

SDGs and the idea of enabling conditions in an effective system  

(Ken) 

12.15 - 13.45  Lunch at Pão de Queijo Restaurant in USP Campus 

13.45 - 15.30 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Roadmap Planning for USP in Circular Economy 

Reflections on circular economy opportunities in USP as Pioneer 

University, connecting with research, education (curriculum and 

disciplines) and extension (CE100 Brazil).  

The group’s discussions will run in Portuguese, but key outcomes for 

sharing will be in English. (Aldo/Luisa/Jo) 

15.30 - 16.00 

 

 

 

Final Remarks and Next Steps – next activities, focal points, 

deadlines and closing comments and reflections  (Aldo/Jo/Luisa)   

 

OBS. Complete short evaluation before departure. 

  

 
 

 

 

                                                           
3
 Address of Space 7:  R. Sete de Setembro, 1447. São Carlos-SP. 


